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people were taken hostage, 150 went missing
and 487 people became disabled. Also in the
records maintained, 76 of the victims were
teenagers, 8 families were wiped out and 25
children lost both of their parents while 130
lost one of their parents. According to Human
Rights Watch and other international observ-
ers, the Armenian Armed forces were report-
edly aided by the Russian 366th Motor Rifle
Regiment.

At the time, Newsweek magazine reported:
“Azerbaijan was a charnel house again last
week: a place of mourning refugees and doz-
ens of mangled corpses dragged to a make-
shift morgue behind the mosque. They were
ordinary Azerbaijani men, women and children
of Khojaly, a small village in war-torn
Nagorno—Karabakh overrun by Armenian
forces on 25-26 February. Many were killed at
close range while trying to flee; some had
their faces mutilated, others were scalped.”

As part of the Khojaly population that tried
to escape, they encountered violent ambushes
that led to abuses, torture, mutilation and
death. The Russian organization, Memorial,
stated that 200 Azerbaijani corpses were
brought from Khojaly to Agdam within four
days.

Time magazine published the following de-
scription: “While the details are argued, this
much is plain: something grim and uncon-
scionable happened in the Azerbaijani town of
Khojaly 2 weeks ago. So far, some 200 dead
Azerbaijanis, many of them mutilated, have
been transported out of the town tucked inside
the Armenian—dominated enclave of Nagorno—
Karabakh for burial in neighboring Azerbaijan.
The total number of deaths—the Azerbaijanis
claim 1,324 civilians have been slaughtered,
most of them women and children—is un-
known.”

The extent of the cruelty of this massacre
against women, children and the elderly was
unfathomable. This anniversary reminds us of
the need to redouble efforts to help resolve
the Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict. The United
States as a Co—Chair of the OSCE Minsk
Group should intensify its efforts to reach a
resolution of this protracted conflict.

Mr. Speaker, Azerbaijan is a strong ally of
the United States in a strategically important
and complex region of the world. | ask my col-
leagues to join me and our Azerbaijani friends
in commemorating the tragedy that occurred in
the town of Khojaly as well as Black January.
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Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate and recognize Ed Johnson for
being named a 2013 Hero of the Heartland by
the American Red Cross serving Greater
lowa.

Each year, the American Red Cross serving
Greater lowa recognizes Heroes of the Heart-
land by selecting everyday lowans who have
done extraordinary things to help their neigh-
bors and communities. The lowans honored
with this prestigious award displayed selfless-
ness in a variety of courageous, charitable
and thoughtful acts. The Heroes of the Heart-
land program not only showcases the heroes
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among us, but also helps raise crucial funds to
ensure that the American Red Cross is pre-
pared and equipped to assist those that need
food, shelter, and comfort during emergencies
and difficult times.

As principal of Whittier Elementary School in
Indianola, Ed Johnson works to improve chil-
dren’s lives every day. But to fifth grader
Logan Major, Principal Johnson is truly a life-
saver. During a typical lunch period, Logan
was eating a carrot that, without warning, ob-
structed his air supply. Upon seeing this stu-
dent in distress, Ed wasted no time success-
fully performing the Heimlich maneuver to
avert the life-threatening situation. While Prin-
cipal Johnson may just see his actions as part
of another day on the job, his quick thinking
and professional response left an entire com-
munity grateful for his commitment to school-
children and their safety. Principal Johnson is
an example of leadership that our state can be
proud of.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Johnson’s actions that
earned him the title a “Hero of the Heartland”
are a testament to the humble, hardworking
and helpful people who make up the great
state of lowa. | invite my colleagues in the
House to join me in congratulating Ed on a job
well done, thanking the American Red Cross
serving Greater lowa for their life changing ef-
forts, and wishing all of those involved in the
Heroes of the Heartland program continued
success for years to come.
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Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, | inad-
vertently missed one of the three rollcall votes
on Wednesday, April 24, 2013. Had | been
present, | would have voted in this manner:

Rollcall vote No. 122—On agreeing to the
Rule Resolution, H. Res. 175, Providing for
consideration of H.R. 1549, Helping Sick
Americans Now Act—"“no.”

———————

HONORING THE VETERANS OF THE
HONOR FLIGHT OF THE QUAD
CITIES
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Mr. LOEBSACK. Mr. Speaker, today, over
ninety lowa veterans of World War 1l, the Ko-
rean War, and the Vietnam War will travel to
our nation’s capital. Together, they will visit
the monuments that were built in their honor
by a grateful nation.

We owe these heroes a debt of gratitude.
For many, today will be the first time they will
see the National World War Il Memorial, the
Korean War Veterans Memorial, and the Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial. | can think of no
greater honor than to be able to greet them
and thank lowa’s—and our nation’s—heroes
for their service to our country.

That is why | am deeply honored to join
them for their visit to the National World War
Il Memorial to personally thank these heroes
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for their service to our nation and to pay trib-
ute to the incredible sacrifice they made for
our country.

Today’s Honor Flight brings together three
generations of veterans who will travel to-
gether and support one another throughout
their trip. It brings together members of the
Greatest Generation who defended and then
rebuilt our nation to make it even stronger. It
also brings together veterans who were never
given the homecoming they deserved. Many
of the Vietnam Veterans travelling on the
Honor Flight will act as volunteer guardians for
their fellow veterans—truly bringing together
generations of those who have served our na-
tion.

This trip demonstrates that we as a state
and as a country will never forget the debt we
owe those who have worn our nation’s uni-
form. lowa’s veterans will be able to visit their
monuments because their fellow lowans re-
fused to let their service go unrecognized.
Their generosity is truly humbling and should
inspire us all to continue to work each and
every day on behalf of those who serve our
nation.

| am tremendously proud to welcome the
Honor Flight of the Quad Cities and lowa’s
veterans of the Second World War, the Ko-
rean War, and the Vietnam War to our na-
tion’s capital today. On behalf of every lowan
| represent, | thank them for their service to
our country.

———

CONGRATULATING DOCTOR KEN
ELMASSIAN
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Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to congratulate Doctor Ken Elmassian on
his new position as President of the Michigan
State Medical Society.

Doctor Elmassian is truly one of the great
medical professionals and a leader in his com-
munity. After graduating from the Michigan
State University College of Osteopathic Medi-
cine in 1976, Doctor Elmassian completed a
residency program in anesthesiology. His im-
pressive career then began in Flint as an at-
tending anesthesiologist at Flint Osteopathic
Hospital. After returning to Lansing, he served
as the Director of Cardiac Anesthesiology at
McLaren Greater Lansing where he held many
leadership positions including the chair of the
Credentials Committee, member of the Critical
Care Committee, vice-chair of the Department
of Anesthesia, Medical Staff Secretary, and
Chief of Staff as well as a member of the
Board of Trustees.

These prestigious positions and titles do not
take away Doctor Elmassian’s focus and un-
derstanding of how patient health and profes-
sional development interact within the broader
context of our state and local communities. He
has held numerous leadership positions in the
Ingham County Medical Society (ICMS) as
delegate to the Michigan State Medical Soci-
ety, chair of the Legislative Committee, past
treasurer, and past president and continues to
serve the ICMS as a member of its Board of
Directors.

As an active member of the Michigan State
Medical Society, Doctor Elmassian has served
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